Post-Event Report: Expert Session on Finance and Funding for Startups

Date: April 17, 2025
(] Time: 1:00 PM — 4:00 PM

A Venue: Seminar Hall, Main Building

2" Expert Speaker: Dr. Urvi Amin, Associate Professor, Shri Jairambhai Patel Institute of
Management (NICM), GTU

&® Participants: 48 students from BBA, B.Com, BCA, B.Sc (IT), and B.A disciplines

Introduction

The Department of Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Swarrnim Startup and Innovation
University organized an expert session on Finance and Funding for Startups (Course Code:
SEC230404) on April 17, 2025, as part of the Semester 4 curriculum under the New Education
Policy (NEP). The session featured Dr. Urvi Amin, Associate Professor at Shri Jairambhai
Patel Institute of Management (NICM), Gujarat Technological University (GTU), who brought
deep academic and industry insights into the world of startup finance.

Session Highlights

Dr. Urvi Amin conducted a highly informative session focused on Unit 2 and Unit 3 of the
course syllabus, covering crucial topics such as cash flow management, types and costs of
capital, venture capital valuation methods, and funding alternatives. She simplified
complex financial concepts using real-life startup scenarios and actively engaged the students
through Q&A, case-based discussions, and concept illustrations.

Key Takeaways

e Cash Flow Management for Startups: Importance of managing inflows and outflows
to sustain operations.

e Types and Costs of Capital: Discussion on equity, debt, retained earnings, and cost
implications.

o Valuation Techniques: Introduction to valuation methods used by venture capitalists.

« Funding Alternatives: Overview of bootstrapping, crowdfunding, angel investment,
and institutional finance.

e Practical Orientation: Students gained real-world perspectives through applied
examples and interactive explanations.

Student Engagement and Feedback

The session was attended by 48 students from various disciplines, including Management,
BCA, B.Sc (IT), B.Com, and B.A. Students showed enthusiastic participation, asked
relevant questions, and appreciated the clarity and practical relevance of the content. Dr.
Amin’s delivery style and command over the subject created an engaging and learner-friendly
environment.

Conclusion

The expert session conducted by Dr. Urvi Amin was enriching and aligned closely with the
course objectives. It provided students with not only theoretical knowledge but also practical
financial insights vital for understanding funding mechanisms in the startup ecosystem. The
exposure to real-world practices helped students connect classroom learning with
entrepreneurial realities.
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